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• By PON BOHNING ' I 

}lfj‘aid Lfs'ia Anievica fl chtor 
Un, Thrs Miami 1-israW rubliihlnj? C* 
SAN JOSE, Cos la Rica — ; 
The Cos I a Rican novernmnu 
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]Iari*isor/iV‘no\/spcciaUs- 

1 slant to Herman IClmr.o, 


The Costa Rican | ; ovcrnmnu si.sumL ^ f t i. c ,\p 

has asked the -Nixon Admin- • deputy woraiu^oi . o ^ 
istratioato recall the reputed, nance *_o, Vro*.e-- 1 » . . 

CJA chief in Costa Rica amid; in Washington, 
rumors ‘of an attempt to oy 


erthrow President Jose Fi-^ 
fiucres.- ‘ i 

One San Jose newspaper; 
said the recall of U.S. Anv«| 
■ibassacloi* Waller C. Plgesctf: 
also lias been demanded, but 
the foreign ministry and 
■President Figucres vigorously 
have denied it. . 

• Apparently to avoid env 
bamssment to the United 

‘ Slates, Costa Rica also olli- 
cially .denies that it has •on- 
.tained the recall of Earl 
‘•(Ted) Williamson. But it is 
’known, that he is expected to; 
-leave the country by Feb. SI- 
.for another assignment. Wil-; 
•liamson, first secretary of tne 
U.S. embassy, ;s wide.y -rc-f 
♦garded in San Jose as a CL^ 

• representative. 

,,’tHE situation so deterio- 
' 'rated last month that C. 

. .'Allen Stewart, a -longtime 
■ , friend Figueres. w..o is 
,riow a State .Department 
trouble-shooter for Latin 
America, was quietly rushed 
to San Jose in an effort to 
straighten out the mess. ■ 

* The. State Department re- 
portedly was astonished at 
the suggestion that the Unit- 
ed Stales might bo involved 
* in any ‘plot against the demo- 
cratically elected government* 
of Costa Rica, long consid- 
ered one of* the hemisphere’s 
most democratic, and pro-" 
American nations. 

The entire problem was 
further aggravated by the de- 
parture on January 9 of Lar- 
ry Harrison, popular young 
director of the U.S. aid pro- 
gram in Costa Rica, lie left 
on a scheduled trip to Wash- 
ington ancl did not return. 

HARRISON’S departure 
officially- was described as a 
’ "routine” transfer b u t it is 
widely . ..accepted in CosU 
Rica that he was, in effect, 
tired bylheambassador, per- 
haps’ after becoming too 


the 

the 


ONLY fragments oi 

story have surfaced in 

Costa Rican press. A,lo. t 
may never be known. Bu it 
Is possible, from reliable, . 
sources' both here and in the 
United Slates, to piece to- 
gether some of the events. 

The episode is believed to 
have had its genesis with the 
election, and subsequent in- 
auguration in May 1970; . of 
Figucres — a charter mem- 
ber of Latin America’s so- 
called “democratic left,” to a 
four-year term as president. _ 

Almost immediately Fi- 
g u c r c s began * buiiCung 
bridges” to the .Commumst 
bio cC with Costa Rica becom- 
ing the first Central Amcu- 
■ican nation to establish diplo- 
matic and commercial ties 
with the Soviet Union and 
Eastern Europe. 

The move created constcr- 


,,- r . ( fVl _ vl -vr.nl •< Costa presumably was put out to 

«*> rmm «... «■*> 

to removto. <*? 

No action was . taken; al- 
though Ploeser is- said to 
. have complained to FiguciCa 
about going over his head 
and lodging complaints with 
* an “office boy” or “errand 1 

boy” in Washington. 

1 ■ Figucres, m turn, is scud to 
have replied that it wasn’t 
his concern if the State De- 


partment ran its Costa Rican 
Desk through an office coy, 
'that his interest was in hav- 
.ing Williamson recalled to 
avert a major scandal. 


If the.' boxes did. contain 
we ap ons, their u 1 u m a l c p tu - 
pose can only be guessed. ■ ^ 
Rut in this atmosphere oi 
coup talk, Williamson, al- 
legedly remarked that the r i- 
: ouercs government ' , \vot;:Ci 
not last much .longer.'! he re- 
imark got back to Costa. 
1 Rjcan officials, 

early in the week of Jan.. 

<1 lire Costa Rican ambassa- 
dor in Washington requester 
and was grantee an urgent 
1 meeting with Charles Meyer, 


assistant secretary of stale 
for inter-Americar, affairs. 

Meyer reportedly was as-, 
■tonished at the suggestion . 


; THEN, on Dee. 17, a fish- 
erman reported sighting a 
'mysterious ship which had ... . 

unloaded “long, wooden united States migm L- 

'boxes” on a remote beacn k invo i vcc j m an a 
near Punta Salsipucdcs on 
the Osa Peninsula, in the 
■southern part of the count iy 
’on the Pacific side. 


The ship was identified as 
the Waltham, and the -Costa 
Rican government later ^ic- 
me move Liuwutv.* reived information that the 

nation within some of the.- ycssc i W as registered to the 
military-run governments of « comr ncrcial section ■ of the 
Central America. Stale Department.” That ap- 


And it ' also apparently patently was inaccurate 




dignant £>v, 
events 


_ roused concern within the 
Amor i< ’an Embassy — said to 
bo deeply divided between 
liberals and conservatives. 

RY LAST fail, reports- 
wore reaching Costa Rican 
officials of Williamson’s 
close ties with members of 
the political opposition and 
of indiscreet remarks made 
bv his Cuban wife regarding 
the country’s alleged march 
tow a rd comm u n i s m . 

Williamson, who had 
served in Cuba just before, 
the Castro takeover, also was 
.blamed for the seizure and 
\ b inning -of s om e M a rx i s t lit- 
er a lure. coming in through 
the airport. The blame arose 
through his involvement in a 
• technical assistance program 
on security. 

In late October or early 

-Mm rvm-p "Rirsiii 


; n • fact, neither Jane’s 
Fighting Ships nor Lloyd's 
Registry lists any Waltham. 
The closest to it is the Walt- 
ham Victory, a 455-foot ves- 
sel owned by the U.S. Com- 
mcrcc Department and regis- 
■ tered at the port of San Fran- 
cisco, There is, notmng to 
' suggest that it was the same 
ship sighted off Costa Rica, 

lj; WAS first. reported that 
thu “long, wooden boxes” 
contained weapons, although 
be iho time a Costa Rican 
Civil Guard patrol got to the 
‘rugged region all that was 
found was a few Coke bot- 
tles and some cellophane 
wrappers, 

A story was later put 'out 
(hat it apparently was whis- 
• ky contraband that nad boon 
•put ashore, although’ it .is be-, 
liAvrvi the Costa Rica govern-, 


involved in an alleged plot to 
rover ih row Figucres; he as- 
sured the ambassador o* 
'•Washington’s 

•, goodwill toward Costa i\i^ ? 
and promised immediate ac- 
tion. . ... j -‘- 

On Thursday, Jan. 7, Siew- 
arC 1 nl rived in Costa Rica and 
' remained i!i rough the week- 
end. His visit included a long 
conversation with Figueres, ‘ 
’during which the alleged 
Costa Rican move toward the 
Com/ n unis l c am p pres urn ably 
. was discussed. 

> * On Sunday, dam LO, while 
.Stewart was still in town, a 


appeared " on 
Nacion, a 
and San* 
circulation 


th; 


the • 



brief . article 
Page T9 of La 
morning tabloid 
Jose’s largest 
daily. 

It speculated — 

Costa Rican government w; 
considering declaring WU-, 
■liamson perstmn non grata. * 

Tlie next day, Jan. 11, on 
Page 61 of La Nacion, an 'ar- 
ticle appeared under a two- 
column headline in which 
Costa Rican Foreign Minister 
Gonzalo Facio denied the re- 
port. 

“THE GOVERNMENT of 
Costa Rica,” Facio said, “has 
, not considered declaring 
(persona) non grata Mr. Wil- 
liamson, director of special, 
irs at the American Ern- 
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Oi l!US Cl iS i 1 ngUJSi iCci uipiU- 
rr. a tic mission.” 

Facio's stale merit added, 
'however, that lie understood 
that “within a short time Ivlr. 
Williamson, who; has served 
in Costa Rica for more than 
four years, will be transfer- 
red to another destination.” 
This was in accord with nor- 
mal * diplomatic practices, 
Facio said. ■ 

I It is understood that.Wii-' 
•I'iamson will now leave the 
country by Feb. 22. 

.. The rumors continued, 
'however, occasionally surface 

,:ing iii the press. , i 

? ■ 

ON JAM. 14, a statement- 
signed by three government' 

; party congressmen appeared, 
in Diavlo cle Costa Rica, an 
/afternoon tabloid and sister . 
paper to La Hora, 

■ Among other things, the 
statement said it was known 
“positively” that Williamson, 
had “mixed directly” 'in. criti- 
cisms of the Figucres Admin- 
istration and That he had 
t madc “intolerable ’remarks”; 
against the government. 

The statement also acT 
cused the CIA- of being in-.- 
volvcd in' the mysterious-ship 
movements and the alleged 
arms drop near Punt a Salsi-. 
puedes. 

: LA HORA, a San Jose 
morning tabloid of limited 
/circulation, reported Jan. 30 
in a front-page story that Fi- 
gucres also has asked the 
United Suites to recall Pines- 
; cr, the conservative midwest- 
* cm businessman' assigned 
'.hero as ambassador in April 
*1970. La Hora attributed its 
'information to a member of 
Figuerc.s cabinet. 

Through it all, expressions 
of public regret, as if meant 
to deliberately needle the 
American- Kmbassy, contin- 
ued to pour from Costa Rican 
officials about the departure 
of Harrison, the U.S. * aid 
chief in Costa Rica. v 
V ‘Pioeser himself has taken 
charge of the aid program as 
part of a worldwide reorgani- 
sation of U.S. foreign assis- 
tance. 

An amiable man who 1 cole- 
i-bratcd his Gd th birthday Jan; 

. 7, the day Stewart arrived in 
town, P looser 'insists that 
both f Harrison’s departure 
“'arid V/iiiia ins on’s pending de- 
parture are “mm me trans- 
fers” and that he. stands by 


p r cs s J a n . 2 4 , not ed t h a t. H a r- 
r Isom’s transfer was a “nor- 
mal and usual thing within 
the U.S. State Department” 
and that Pioeser. would take 
direct charge of the aid pro- 
gram.) 

Williamson and Harrison,' 
says Piocser, “an* both good 
men.” 

STEWART’S visit to Costa . 
Rica, Piocser says, was pure- 
ly coincidental — that he 
had o o e n in Guatemala, 
called up and said he was in 
'the area and would “like to 

iii 


come down for a couple of 
days and see my old friend. 
Pope (Figu ores).” 

Piocser also scoffs at ru- 
in o rs of I o w m or a 1 o wi thin ; 
1 h e e-m b ass y , “ Y o u ’ u .1 1 a v e a ; 
hard time finding morale any 
better than it is here right 
now.” 

On 'the face of it," sending 
Pioeser to represent the Unit- 
ed States before a govern- 
ment headed by Figucres. 
would seem like trying to' 
i mix oil with water. 

Orphaned at seven and a. 
[classic example of the seif-’, 
made man, Pioeser (pro- : 
nounccd Play-zer) classifies 
himself as a political “mid- 
dle-reader.” His background ' 
indicates a more conserva- 
tive philosophy. 

As. early as 1340, he was 
calling for the removal of 
“punitive taxes on business”' 
and correction of a hostile 
government attitude toward 
business. In 13-14, during ai 
bid for rcelection to Con- 
gress, he charged that conlin-' 
u at ion of Roosevelt’s New 
Deal would mean an Ameri- 
can monarchy. Roosevelt’s. 
j> o s t -war plans, Pioeser 
claimed, called for setting up 
of “what amounts to a fas-' 
cist state, with the govern- 
, ment conscripting enterprise, 

■ capital and labor as well." 

'• IN 1940, he was a prime 
election target of organized 
labor but still managed to 
win a third term as a con-, 
gressman from Missouri. He 

■ later was defeated, in 194S, 
while seeking a fourth term. 

In 3 357, Pioeser was ap- 
pointed by the Eisenhower 
_ ; Ad ministration as ambassa- 
dor to Paraguay, where he 
w as aw a r d c d . t he G r a n‘ d 
Cross of Paraguay by the 
government of Gen. Alfredo 
» Strocssner, last of Latin 


lit i i' ij i U i COm i i U1 Ll C< S iliiil ii’lilll j 

M i s sour i f r om 1 904 to 19 ob . 1 
In 13m! there was pressure 
on him to run for governor of _ 
Missouri, but he declined. 

AFTER his appointment as 
ambassador to Costa Rjcu 
was announced; he was 
risked what he thought the ' 
Nixon Administration policy 
toward I .alia America should 
be. Me said:' !- 

“We should go in available' ■ 
to help a country, not go in 
like a school-teacher and! 
say, ‘Here are all the an- 
swers.* " 

He also had a- comment on _ 
career diplomats, saying ha- 
thought that Nixon and other 
presidents were right in ap- 
pointing ambassadors from 
' sources other than the For- 
eign Service. He said he felt 
that Foreign Service officials 
could lack decisiveness. 

“This stems from the sys- 
tem of grading within the 
Foreign Service. Knowing 
that promotions depend on a 
written evaluation of work, 
professional diplomats hesi-' 
late to take courageous ) 
stands,” he was quoted as 1 
saying. “This lack of courage 
in the pinch grows out of a- 
lifctime of trying not to 
make a mistake.” 

WHI LE P 1 ocse r’.s ph iloso- 
phy is orientedynore to that 
of the pragmatic and suc- 
cessful midwestern business- 
man which he is, Figucres 1 
philosophy leans in the direc- 
tion of the eastern intellectu- 
al establishment. 

He led, in 1948, an anti- 
.Communist revolution in 
Costa Rica, then became pro- 
visional president. Fie was 
elected to a five-year term a si 
constitutional president in. 
1953. 

‘ Figucres, who considers 
himself a Social Democrat of 
the European variety, has v al- 
ways -been closely 'identified 
with U.S. intellectuals of the 
Schlesingcr - Stcvcnson-Kcn- 
nedy philosophy, and at one 
time was accorded an hono- 
r a r y membership, in the 
Americans for Democratic 
Action. Ills w’ifc, the former 
Karen Olsen, is a New York- 
born sociologist. 

Figuores, tf-b was inaugu- 
rated May 8, 19 VO, for his 
: cu r rent f o u r-y e a r term . 

Floes or arrived to take up 
j his duties April 18, about 
three weeks before the inau- 
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the Costa Rican* foioign min- . A.riierica’s old-style c&udillos 
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Plocser 


St. Louis insurance-executive; long active . 
Republican politics. Nixon Administration 
political appoinLcc as U.S. ambassador to 
Costa Rica in early 1370, Post had .been va- 
cant for several months and was one of last 
Latin American ambassadorial jobs filled by 
Nixon Administration after taking office. 

' PJocscr, C4, served as U.S. ambassador to 
Paraguay from 1957 to 3 959 as Eisenhower 
Administration political appointee. Awarded 
Grand Cross of Paraguay by government of 
Paraguayan strongman Alfredo SLrocssncr. 
Resigned as ambassador in 1959. 

. Entered politics in 1930 with election to. 
Missouri Stale House of Representatives. 
Served four terms in U.S. Congress as repre- 
sentative from Missouri 1941-1949. Defeat- 


ed in bid for fifth term in 1048 elections. 
Pressure on him to run as GOP candidate for 
• governor of Missouri in 1964 but declined. 

. Republican , national committeeman from 
1964 to 1966. 

• Classifies himself as political “middle-, 
roader” but background reflects more con-- 
' ■ s creative orientation, prime target of orga- 
nised labor in ,1946 election lo Congress. 

■ Staunch opponent of Roosevelt New Deal. 
Active in immediate post-war years in anti- 
communist activities as national chairman 
. of Demblay Committee on American activi- 
F tics. ’ 

•' . Took up post as ambassador to Costa 

Rica in April 1970, shortly before Jose 
. ■ (Pppe) Figucrcs was inaugurated, as- Costa 
- Rican president. . 


. ■J7/rr)^rfr> ^TPsrpr;, 

vJ" 'LS J L 


it 

4 . • 

Constitutionally elected president of 
Costa Rica who took office for third time 
May S, 1970. Had served, an elected, term 
from 1953-58 and also a year as provisional 
president in 3 948-49 after leading successful 
anti-Communist revolution in his Central 
American country. 

s . First nine months of current administra- 
tion marked by opening of commercial and 
diplomatic relations with Communist bloc 
nations of Eastern Europe, making Costa 
.Rica first Central American nation to do so. 
Has caused concern in some military-domi- 
nated governments of the region and, in con- 
servative circles within Costa Rica. 

tigucres, 64, is internationally known 


>^s>- 
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liberal democrat with philosophical lies to' 
the Social Democrats of Europe. Also well . 
acquainted in U.S. intellectual circles, par- 
ticularly among Kennedyites and lias lec- 
tured at Harvard and other American uni- 
versities. Charter member, along with Puer- 
to Rico’s Luis Munoz Marin. and Venezuela's. 
Romulo Betancourt, of Latin. America’s so- 
called “democratic left.” 

Has written several books, articles and 
pamphlets on political philosophy and also 
on the aspirations of Costa Rica's National- 
Liberation Party (PLN). which he founded 
after 1948 revolution. Married to former 
Karen Olsen, a New York born sociologist. 
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Williamson 
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jXiOii'ti U/ 

First Secretary of American Embassy in 
San Jose, Costa Rica. Recall has been asked 
by Costa Rican government for allegedly in- 
volving himself in country’s internal affairs. 
Listed as embassy political officer but com- 
monly regarded in Costa Rica as CIA chief 
of station. Due to leave country by Feb. 22 
197 1. 

Background sketchy but Foreign Service 
. Registry lists place of birth as New York 
City on March 13, 1915. Served in U.S. Army 
from 1941 to 194S, Member of the executive 
staff of the governor of the Panama Canal 
Zone from 1948 to 1952. . . . . 


VViTT o TV 77 o 

v y: \/ 7-7 U 7 / ^sr^ryn 

V/ t s ^ 2 w V l. 2 l.iX j/i. i i 'i i,js <, t i i \iJ 

Apparently joined Foreign Service in 
1952 and was assigned to Havana as politi- 
cal officer, remaing there for most of imme- 
diate pre-Castro period. Married to Cuban. 
Appointed as political officer to American 
; Embassy in Spain in I960. Returned to 
Washington in 19C6. Assigned to Costa Rica 
. in 1908. . ■ ’ . , 

Registry says Williamson has had “pri- 
vate experience" .blit gives no indication 
where or when. -Also identifies him as. once 
an assistant manager of an electric company 
• but gives no further details. _ ■ 
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Wcdncscay 
March 10 

• , '! S' 

1 1>-:>7 0815 

yYo‘ 0910 

Leave Lome on RK 541 

Arrive Accra, Ghana 

Thursday 
March IX 

IN ACCRA 

Friday 
March 12 

t'£>\0 -1330 

tl g* 1420" 

Leave Accra on MY 202 

Arrive Abidjan, IVORY COAST 

Saturday 
March 13 


IN ABIDJAN (Rest Stop) 

Sunday 
March 14 


IN ABIDJAN 

Monday 
March 15 

1230 

1805 

Leave Abidjan on WT 001 
Arrive Bathurst, GAMBIA 


Tuesday 
March 16 


Wednesday 
March 17 


0730 

0825 

Thursday 
March IS 


1630 

1725 

Friday 
March 19 

1 <!?!> 

1045 

1850 

.Saturday 
March 20 


1415 

1655 

Sunday 
March 21 



Monday 
March 22 


\ 


■ IN BATHURST . • 

By car or charter aircraft to . DAKAR (Transit; 

r*Ss 

Leave DAKAR on MR 162 ! $$ j £4$* 

Arrive Nouakchott', MAURITANIA 

Leave Nouakchott on-RK--315^ 

Arrive DAKAR mf\ Ur> 3 

Leave Dakar on N RK 62 

Arrive Paris, FRANCE (Transit) AS Or •" • 

Leave Paris oh AF 790 
Arrive Stockholm, SWEDEN 


IN STOCKHOLM ' ' 

Daily flights, Stockholm to -New-York 

'oq$0 London sx fv? 

/./ Las' 


~fuJ 7-' ; 


X __ J-o'i-j f S 3 ° . 

A Y 


T UJ ~7D'f 
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WASHINGTON— REP. DANTE B. FASCELL, CHAIRMAN OF THE HOUSE INTER- 
lAMERICAN AFFAIRS SUBCOMMITEE, SAID MONDAY HE WOULD HOLD HEARINGS TO ' 
^INVESTIGATE A REPORT ALLEGING CIA INVOLVEMENT IN A PLOT AGAINST ; 

iCOSTA RICA PRESIDENT JOSE FIGUERES. 

f HIS COUNTERPART ON THE SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE, SEN , j 

IFRANK CHURCH, D-IDAHO, CHAIRMAN OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON WESTERN . ■ , ] 

^HEMISPHERE AFFAIRSN EXPRESSED DEEP CONCERN OVER THE SAME MATTER. ■/ 

1 THE TWO REFERRED TO A COPYRIGHTED ARTICLE IN THE MIAMI HERALD SUNDAY 
I WHICH SAID COSTA RICA HAS ASKED THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION TO RECALL THE j 
'REPUTATED CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY (CIA) CHIEF OF THE COUNTRY AMID ! 
RUMORS OF AN ATTEMPT TO OVERTHROW FIGUERES. 
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